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FOREWORD BY THE
BISHOP OF CHRISTCHURCH

THE RIGHT REVEREND
W. A. PYATT

Christchurch was only seventeen years old when the first services were held in the 
church at Addington. 

Now, after one hundred years, the city has grown, and the parish has changed its 
nature several times.

But whatever the size of Christchurch, or the particular challenge that the parish was 
facing at any one time, one factor has remained constant. The people of God have met 
in this place to worship and gain strength for their mission in the world. 

As parishioners in the past have remained true to this ideal, so may the centenary be a 
challenge to the men and women and young people of this place today. May you 
continue to gather to worship God in the Church of Saint Mary the Virgin, and from 
here go out to serve Him among your fellow men. 

May God bless you and your celebrations and enrich your lives as they are given in 
His service.
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CHAPTER I
IN CHURCH SQUARE

The Church of Saint Mary the Virgin stands in the centre of Church Square, 
Addington. Of all the public buildings in Christchurch, the Cathedral is the only 
other one to occupy such a site. The placing of the Cathedral is the result of 
arrangements made at the foundation of the settlement by the Canterbury 
Association, the founding body; the unique position of St Mary’s among parish 
churches was the gift of one of the leaders of that Association, Henry Sewell.

When the first settlers left England for Canterbury, Sewell was probably the most 
influential member of the Association left behind. Lord Lyttelton was Chairman 
but Sewell made the decisions. Later, the British Government allowed the 
Association to transfer its authority, property and liabilities to the Provincial 
Government of Canterbury and valuable endowments to the local synod of the 
Anglican Church; and Sewell came out to carry through what was expected to be 
a delicate task. He arrived at the beginning of 1853 just after John Robert Godley 
had left for home. His business was accomplished with unexpected ease if not 
without a display of bad feeling among leading churchmen. Then Sewell turned 
his attention to general politics, was elected as the first Member of Parliament 
for Christchurch and, after being the virtual leader of the House of 
Representatives during a whole session, became the first Prime Minister of New 
Zealand - for a fortnight. He had little to do with Canterbury ofiicially after 
1856; but he returned briefly in 1861 with the intention of settling in 
Christchurch and, as will be seen, he maintained business interests here.

The land on which St Mary’s stands was bought from the Canterbury Association 
as Rural Section 72 – an area of one hundred and fifty acres, bounded by what 
are today, Moorhouse Avenue, Selwyn Street, Jerrold Street and Lincoln Road. 
The purchaser was the Reverend George Robert Poulson of Addington - 
presumably the village south of London, near Sydenham and Beckenham. 
Poulson did not come to Canterbury. His application for land was both his 
contribution to the Church of England settlement and an investment which 
proved quite lucrative. Henry Sewell acquired the property in June 1860 for 
more than ten times its original price of £3 an acre; and three years later his 
agents – the well-known firm of Harman and Stevens – were advertising quarter-
acre sections for building purposes in what they called ‘the new Suburb of 
Addington’. Sewell had already informed the Bishop of his proposed gift and in 
1863, having had road lines and a square pegged out among the tussocks, he 
conveyed to the Bishop an acre in the centre of the square as site for a church, 
and nearly four acres on the north-east of it for ‘parsonage and glebe’ or 
charitable and educational purposes. With this land went £100 towards building a 
church. These were not Sewell’s first gifts to the diocese.



The first use which the diocesan authorities made of the land was to build, in the 
corner of the large section, an orphanage to accommodate sixty children. 
Towards its cost the Provincial Government voted £750, and some £900 more 
was raised by means of a ‘fancy bazaar’ and an amateur concert –  an immense 
sum it seems, under the conditions, and equal to ten times as much today (1967). 
The bazaar was held in the principal place of amusement, Kohler’s Gardens - on 
the present site of Hagley High School – where there were artistic and other 
attractions outside and, in the great ballroom, the inevitable stalls. At these stalls 
‘every sort of goods which feminine ingenuity could devise or feminine industry 
execute in the way of needlework or ornamentation’ was disposed of at ‘fabulous 
prices' by the wives of prominent Christchurch citizens. Copies of a locally 
published book, appropriately titled Literary Foundlings, were also sold for the 
funds. There were complaints that the price of the tickets for the concert, ten 
shillings each, was exorbitant, but the organizers had again judged their public 
well, and it, too, was a great success – the hall was ‘crowded in every part’.

These events took place during the prosperous days of 1864. A slump followed, 
and the orphanage building was soon too small to accommodate all the children 
sent both by the Church and Provincial authorities. The Provincial Government 
was not prepared to supply increased funds and preferred to transfer the children 
it paid for to a disused hospital at Lyttelton. Deprived of the Government’s grant, 
the diocese found itself unable to maintain the institution and closed it in 1870. 

As soon as the orphanage was built, its schoolroom was used for an afternoon 
church service. At the end of 1864, E. A. Lingard, an assistant master at Christ’s 
College, was ordained deacon and placed as assistant curate for Addington in the 
parish of St Michael and All Angels. He continued to hold one service each 
Sunday from the beginning of 1865 until July 1866. He must have secured fair 
congregations – although the offertory hardly suggests it – for in April of this 
latter year, the Reverend Henry Jacobs, recently made vicar of St Michael’s 
parish, judged that the time had come to erect a separate church building. He 
invited parishioners living in the Addington district to meet him and discuss the 
project.

Seven men at least answered the invitation. These were Frederick Strouts, Albert 
Beetham and John Crawford, all civil engineers or surveyors; J. L. Hobden, a 
young man soon afterwards admitted as a barrister and solicitor; T. L. Stanley, 
the master of the orphanage, and Horace S. Brown, a farmer in the district and a 
prominent churchman. They set up a committee of the men named, without 
Strouts but with W. Brown and E. Davies who were probably also at the meeting. 
These men canvassed the neighbourhood for subscriptions and support for a 
church and collected £164 7s 6d, to which they themselves contributed £5 or £10 
apiece and Strouts £20. To this sum they added Henry Sewell’s £100. They 
decided to build.



But these men did not build a church. Beetham pegged out the church acre in the 
grassy area marked for a square and he and Crawford fixed the position for the 
building as the committee instructed them – in the middle of the south-east 
quarter of this acre. What was planned was a church room which could be used 
as a schoolroom as soon as a suitable church was built. A design was obtained, 
tenders called, and a contract entered into for a small, unlined, unfurnished 
building, which cost little more than the committee had in hand. No foundation 
stone was laid, no opening service graced by the presence of Bishop or 
Archdeacon took place. On 19 February 1867 a tea meeting was held in the 
completed room, followed on the Sunday by the first church service there. No 
one knows who conducted it; but it was perhaps the Reverend Henry Torlesse. It 
was not the decision of this committee but of the vestry of 1880, pressed by 
circumstances, which decided that this building should be the nucleus of a 
consecrated church.

Nor did the event establish a congregation. Before two years had passed 
attendances had faded to two or three at some services and they were 
discontinued. Even the name which the committee gave to the church – the 
Church of Saint Mary the Virgin - may well have been suggested by Henry 
Sewell. It has a High Church flavour and his family were leaders in the Oxford 
Movement in the High Church at that time.

After two years of inactivity a new phase opened in the life of St Mary’s. On 
Sunday 11 December 1870 the Reverend W. H. Cooper, a mission priest to the 
country districts, preached to a congregation of ninety-six, of whom fifteen 
remained to Holy Communion. This was an impressive re-awakening to life, for 
the population of the district could have grown little since 1868. Yet if it was due 
to energetic visiting, the work was maintained and set the pattern for the 
following three years. During this time one service was held each Sunday, 
congregations varied between seventy and a hundred and the number of 
communicants sometimes reached twenty. On the other hand, the total offertory 
rarely exceeded one pound. Only part-time clerical assistance was justified; St 
Mary’s was fortunate in the appointment of the Reverend Frederick George 
Brittan.

The young curate was the son of W. G. Brittan, Commissioner of Lands for the 
Province of Canterbury. He had come out as a child of two in the Sir George 
Seymour. (Before he died in 1949 he was the last survivor of the ‘Pilgrims’ of the 
‘First Four Ships’.) He was successful both as scholar and sportsman at Christ’s 
College and then went to Queen’s College, Oxford, where he took his degree in 
1870. On his return he taught at his old school for three years and, after being 
ordained deacon, looked after St Mary’s at the same time. He was apparently 
very popular - he is remembered as a brown, round-faced smiling man - worked 



hard and, with the help of his sisters, made a success of his parish duties. At the 
end of 1872, however, he was ordained priest and took charge of the cure of 
Papanui.

During the earlier period many gifts – of a lectern and prayer desk for example – 
had given the room the appearance of a church. During Brittan’s curacy much 
more was done. A chalice and paten were obtained, a harmonium purchased, 
‘benches’ installed, altar rails erected and carpet and matting laid. A new porch 
and doorway were added to the west end of the building. The churchyard, too, 
was properly enclosed with a holly hedge, the tussocks removed and lawns and 
trees planted by J. F. Armstrong, the domain gardener.

A new and more permanent improvement to the church came as part of the 
service rendered to St Mary’s by the Reverend John Raven. This able man had 
come to New Zealand in the same ship as Henry Sewell. He planned to prepare 
the way for an idealistic settlement which, however, failed to obtain suitable land. 
He, therefore, turned to farming and runholding, worked hard and was very 
successful. But he was far from being a worldly priest. When he was established, 
he took charge of the parish of Kaiapoi which extended to the north boundary of 
Canterbury. After returning to England he came back in 1872, and whilst settling 
his affairs, he acted as curate to St Mary’s for some eight months from 
September 1873 to May 1874. During the first quarter of his brief ministry the 
attendances became more regular and reached an average of eighty-six; during 
the second quarter he re-introduced two services each Sunday. (For about a year 
in 1867-8, morning and evening services were held largely through the efforts of 
J. L. Hobden as lay reader. Since a vestry had been set up in 1871, Hobden had 
been a churchwarden.) What was more, the morning congregation improved 
further; but this was in 1874 when the population was increasing rapidly and that 
of the southern suburbs most of all. Raven refused any salary. With due 
expressions of gratitude the vestry decided to use some of the money on 
necessary repairs. With an even better sense of what was right, they obtained the 
support of the parishioners’ meeting and asked Raven to buy three stained glass 
windows for the east end of the church. From England, Raven suggested that they 
empower him to spend £32, added some £7 himself, and the three beautiful 
windows which still adorn the sanctuary were sent out and installed in mid-1875.

The period in the life of St Mary’s which covers the ministry of the Reverend 
Herbert East was a difficult one for many parishioners. It opened in the middle of 
a land boom which did the tradesmen and labourers of Addington no good. A 
slump followed which injured them and their fellows most of all. These 
conditions help to explain the improved attendances and the relatively small 
offertories. They throw no light, however, on the strange history of East’s 
ministry at St Mary’s: the thirteen years of increasing success and good feeling 
and the last three years of difficulties and tension and decline. The Sewell 



property again became important. Revenue from it was a help in the early years; 
towards the end of the time it was only a source of dispute and unpleasantness. 
East’s difficulties cannot be altogether unrelated to the endowment troubles of 
1888-92.

Herbert East, who was the first ‘resident curate’ of Addington had not had the 
educational advantages enjoyed by Torlesse, Brittan and Raven. He came out 
with his mother and brothers from England in 1857, was educated probably at the 
Christchurch High School, later the West Christchurch District High School, and 
became a compositor on the Lyttelton Times. While still working, he attended 
College House, the theological school, and left the Times and was ordained in 
1872. Until he came to Addington in 1875, he was in charge of the Governor’s 
Bay parish. He was a tall well-built man of somewhat severe manner.

Total Sunday attendances at church – averaging a hundred and forty in 1875 – 
probably more than doubled during the following twelve years, 1875 to 1887. 
Certainly the average Sunday offertory rose from under a pound to £2 10s, and 
yet the churchwardens who knew the parishioners’ means, regarded the 
contributions of a great number of them as niggardly – the merest trifle and by 
no means according to their ability to give. It was not yet the custom for all to 
attend Holy Communion at Easter and Christmas, but the number 
communicating, at least on Easter Day, rose from twenty-six to seventy-two. The 
church building was enlarged to double the size in 1880; yet further building was 
continually being asked for during the years which followed. The peak of this 
time of hopeful expansion was reached, it seems, in 1886, when a parish mission 
was conducted by the Reverend G. E. Mason, one of two missioners brought out 
from England to work throughout the diocese. A series of week-night meetings, 
together no doubt with much visiting, stimulated the spiritual life of the parish. 
Certainly the finances benefited and attendances increased, so that it was 
sometimes impossible to find seating room in church for all who attended.

lf there are two sides to the story of improved congregations and offertories, the 
building programme of the time, though important, was equally a cause for both 
gratification and annoyance. As the first resident minister, Herbert East was 
given the orphanage building as a ‘parsonage’. A year and a half later, the 
diocesan authorities notified the local vestry that they proposed to let the 
building on a long lease. At the same time they were unable to grant any money 
towards building a new vicarage. The vestry, therefore, raised £500 at nine per 
cent, the Vicar’s Churchwarden, William Pratt, arranging to pay off the loan 
himself and become the creditor of the parish in five years’ time. As a result of 
this manoeuvre, Pratt secured the orphanage building for himself and his family 
of ten, on a twenty-one years' lease. (This William Pratt, Vicar’s Churchwarden 
from 1877 to 1880 but not otherwise on the vestry, was an interesting character. 
The first shopkeeper in Lyttelton in 1849, he later wrote an excellent account of 



his early experiences, including a personal view of the founding of Canterbury. 
He now – 1877 – owned a shop on the site at present occupied by J. Ballantyne & 
Co.) With the £500 loan, and as with the church, paring away the trimmings on 
the design submitted by J. C. Maddison a leading city architect, the vestry built 
what is – with a few additions – the present vicarage. East took up residence 
there in early 1878.

Quite inconsistently, Synod was willing to grant £100 towards the building of a 
Sunday-school; and with the help of a loan from Pratt, the vestry built another 
small unlined room for £270. The Bishop decided in 1879 to join Halswell to 
Addington – a union which neither district favoured at the time. As some 
compensation the diocesan authorities granted most of the money needed for a 
stable as the Vicar needed a horse – which he apparently paid for at first from his 
meagre stipend – to work the extended parochial district. The last building of this 
time was rendered inevitable by the previous surrender to diocesan pressure to 
erect a schoolroom.

At least a majority of the interested parishioners agreed with the Vicar in 1880 
that more accommodation was urgently needed and that a new church should be 
built. But the Church Property Trustees were willing to give a grant and a loan 
only for the extension of ‘the existing temporary edifice’ – the length added can 
still be traced in the sarking of the roof. So St Mary’s was committed to a 
building which grew by stages, and in time made disproportionate demands for 
maintenance.

A tendency to rely overmuch on outside help produced serious weaknesses in 
parish administration. In 1872 Henry Sewell sent an additional gift of £10. Three 
years later, seemingly just before he returned to England, he promised a further 
donation of £250, towards which in the meantime his agents paid the interest at 
seven per cent. When he died in 1879 it was found that no provision had been 
made for the payment; the annual interest, £17 10s, ceased to arrive; and as late 
as 1886, the vestry was wasting too much effort, fruitlessly, in trying to secure 
the principal. As against this loss, however, the Church officers managed to tap 
two other sources of similar revenue. They decided in 1885 to ask three large 
landowners in the district for an annual subscription. These were Sir John Hall – 
who had contributed to the 1866 collection – the Honourable Spencer Lyttelton – 
whose father, Lord Lyttelton, acquired a great deal of land in the area – and Mrs 
Simeon, who with her husband Captain Charles Simeon, an early Canterbury 
magistrate, had been the only intimate friends of the Sewells in Canterbury. Both 
Lyttelton and Mrs Sewell lived in England and both paid £10 a year henceforth 
through their agents, Harman and Stevens; Mrs Simeon until her death in 1903, 
Lyttelton until later still. Mrs Simeon also informed the vestry that she had been 
paying Dean Henry Jacobs a similar sum for years; and St Mary’s found it 
possible to get some of this money also from him on occasion.



The land of the Sewell endowment yielded a better revenue still. In 1877, William 
Pratt leased the orphanage building – it became known as ‘the Hermitage’ - for 
£95 per annum. Of this, St Mary’s vestry received £70, which almost equalled 
the annual total of general offertories at that time, and was a decided help 
towards paying for the building programme. When, however, in 1885 Addington 
was told that it no longer needed assistance towards paying its Vicar, the vestry 
sent a sharp reply to the Standing Committee. If the stipend aid grant was not 
paid, St Mary’s should get all the endowment money, they claimed. If this money 
was withheld, they would reduce the Vicar’s salary by the exact amount of £25. 
Standing Committee surrendered and granted the whole rent. In gratitude, the 
Vicar was given a rise of £10.

Serious trouble began in 1887 and affected the following four years. Bishop H. C. 
Harper let it be known that he considered that the endowment money tended to 
discourage the giving of Addington parishioners, perhaps finding evidence to 
support this belief in statements made by the churchwardens in an appeal for 
funds issued a year before, 25 March 1886. He proposed to take half the revenue 
from the endowment for social work, but refused to show his hand further until 
the vestry had guaranteed the Vicar’s salary for the year. All the churchwardens 
could do, therefore, was to report the Bishop’s intentions to the parishioners and 
comment nastily in the Parish Magazine – May 1887 – that ‘it is not calculated to 
produce a healthy tone in church matters, to find that the main interest which has 
been taken in this district by the church authorities has been in the direction of 
diverting for other purposes the income arising from an endowment, which was 
undoubtedly made for the benefit of the district’. There was, at the annual 
meeting that year, a little wild talk about legal action against the Bishop and 
refusal to elect a vestry until he had given way; but it went no further. A 
deputation arrived from Standing Committee to enquire why the Vicar’s salary 
had been cut by half. They doubtless were told, very plainly, for the Bishop 
restored the payment to its original £70. The vestry’s thanks took the form of 
polite regrets that at that time of deep depression, when parishioners were unable 
to contribute freely, he should have restored only a partial payment. He then 
allowed the whole revenue to the parish. But the vestry’s thanks were now 
accompanied by a reminder of their earlier request for £75 from accumulated 
endowment funds for the purpose of enlarging the vicarage. The Bishop offered 
pound for pound on local contributions up to £37 10s. Three months later he was 
prepared to pay two-thirds of the cost, and the work was in fact almost completed 
by the time the struggle ended.

It was unfortunate that, in the face of this record of defeat, the old Bishop or his 
advisers determined to continue their efforts on behalf of Addington’s welfare. 
Before the surrender took place over payment for vicarage extensions, he had put 
forward another plan. He wanted a Church day-school in the district. (There had 



been several schools more-or-less attached to the Church, the most important of 
which was the first opened under T. S. Foster in 1871. When the Provincial 
Government began to develop a worth-while education system in 1873, Foster 
and his pupils moved to the West Christchurch School where he was later 
headmaster for twenty-two years.) The Bishop should have foreseen the response. 
The vestry were prepared to co-operate, even ‘heartily’, as long as doing so did 
not affect their rights to all of the income from the endowments; and he, of 
course, could not agree to such dictation.

The story then took a new turn. In 1889 William Pratt decided to live in the city. 
Addington was in the borough of Sydenham, which was the largest in New 
Zealand apart from the four main centres, and considered itself almost equal to 
Christchurch. Pratt, therefore, sold his lease of ‘the Hermitage’ to a body called 
the Diocesan Social Purity Society which opened a ‘Female Refuge’ there, a 
home for girls having illegitimate babies. Needless to say, the vestry entirely 
disapproved. They declared that the transfer had been carried out in a 
discourteous manner, without any reference to them, that there were too many 
institutions of the kind already in the parish - although the men’s gaol was moved 
to Lyttelton a few months later – and that the new use of the building for 
charitable purposes involved a possible threat to their hold on the rent from it. As 
it happened their fears were not justified, and St Mary’s Home, as it was named, 
remained for ten years a feature of the parish, assisted by donations from the 
Church where its occupants were members of the congregation. As early as 1890, 
the choir surplices were washed free of charge at the Home, and that may have 
allayed a little the irritation caused by the incident.

Doubtless Herbert East looked forward to the time when his charge should grow 
up; when the church should be consecrated and the district become a full parish. 
There seemed every prospect of meeting both wishes in 1887. As soon as the 
extension at the vicarage was completed in 1888, preparations were made for the 
necessary painting and repairs to put the church building in order for the 
consecration. But a decline in finances became, in early 1889, a cause for parish 
concern and discussion. The envelope system of giving had been introduced in 
1886 as part of the advance at that time in Church affairs, but it revealed how 
dependent the Church was on some twenty-eight families who paid £65 among 
them. The number of contributors declined to ten in 1890, and they paid an 
average of £4 a year each – almost half the general offertory. Unable to raise 
enough money by means of donations to finance the repairs, and refused a grant 
from the endowments – ‘meeting no sympathy from the Bishop and being 
refused money belonging to the district’, as the churchwardens put it – the vestry 
decided to postpone repairs and consecration. Parish status was asked for in 
1886; the dependence on endowment money was the Bishop’s main reason for 
refusal. The decline of the stipend guarantee thereafter to £65 made its 
attainment less likely than ever. Halswell raised its share to £50, but Addington 



refused to budge beyond £75. Only the revenue from the endowment made it 
possible even to retain the Vicar.

The above is perhaps sufficient to show the effect of weak finances on the 
Church at this time. One other illustration of contrasting success and failure must 
be given because of its intrinsic interest. The changes and improvements in the 
dignity of Anglican worship at this time were accepted in moderation at St 
Mary’s. A surplice was supplied for the ‘Minister’ in 1875. The choir was 
surpliced from Whitsun 1883; the chanting of portions of services began 
probably in 1884 and was extended in 1886. It should be said, too, that one of the 
survivors from the decade declares that the choir has never since reached the 
level it did under A. J. Virtue from 1885 to 1891; and that the Vicar’s musical 
knowledge and prestige contributed to the result. East proved his concern for the 
music of the Church by undertaking himself the full financial responsibility, 
£110, for the purchase of the pipe organ - the present one - from the Great 
Exhibition held in South Hagley Park in 1882. In 1884 an altar cross was offered 
by B. W. Mountfort, a well-known Christchurch architect, and after the vestry 
had approved, the Vicar carefully sounded out parish opinion before asking the 
permission of the Bishop, in early 1885, to put it in its place. Yet, as against all 
this improvement, the churchwardens declared in 1886 that because of the lack of 
‘liberality’ they were unable to maintain even ‘the decency of Divine Worship’ - 
furniture was shabby and inadequate and even unpaid for.

It should be said, finally, on this matter, that money could be obtained, if not all 
from parishioners. In 1889 a bazaar realized £155 and a sale of work early in the 
following year, £29, both after all expenses had been met. This very notable 
effort, which expressed the spirit of a relatively easy year during the long 
depression better than did other church giving, thus became the first of a long 
series of such functions which enabled the church officials, year by year, to 
balance the budget.

The decline in parish affairs which caused the vestry, on occasion, to forget the 
good work done by their Vicar, no doubt made it advisable to remove him 
elsewhere. It was, apparently, for more personal reasons, and with a notable 
absence of good feeling, that the Reverend H. E. East left in 1892 to take up the 
new cure of Leithfield.



CHAPTER II
THE LONG MINISTRY OF CANON W. S. BEAN

Two facts are known about St Mary’s by almost everyone interested for any 
length of time in Christchurch life; first, its position in Church Square; secondly, 
that it was ‘Canon Bean’s Church’. When he transferred Herbert East, Bishop 
Churchill Julius himself went to consult the vestry about appointing a new vicar. 
They would have nothing to do with any of the suggestions he made. Challenged 
to name someone they would welcome, they mentioned the Reverend Walter S. 
Bean of Kumara, Westland, who had often preached at Halswell, Spreydon and 
Addington ten years before when he was assistant curate at St Michael’s. The 
Bishop did not think that Bean would consider the offer. He was very popular in 
that district and what was more had, the year before, married the eldest daughter 
of the Member of Parliament for Westland, the Honourable Richard Seddon, now 
a member of the new Liberal Cabinet, and soon to be Prime Minister. 
Nevertheless, Bean accepted the invitation from the Bishop, and began his 
ministry at Addington in June 1892.

He was welcomed, inauspiciously, with allusions to his predecessor’s failures; 
but the changes he made revealed the shortcomings of church and vicarage. 
There had been the usual renovations at the vicarage in preparation. He took the 
opportunity, however, of securing better living conditions by having installed a 
piped water-supply – still not general in Christchurch. The East family had done 
without such luxuries and had themselves paid for other improvements. Bean 
also removed the pulpit and prayer desk. Probably they were the items of 
furniture condemned five years before by the churchwardens.

The Bishop did something to ensure the success of Bean’s ministry by removing 
early the friction caused by the allocation of the Sewell endowment revenue. 
When approached by the vestry about ‘the continued dissatisfaction in the parish’ 
over this matter, the Bishop spent two hours with them one evening – 19 
September 1893. The case for St Mary’s was assembled by J. L. Hobden, the 
solicitor, and J. C. Sopp, whose pharmacy in Lincoln Road was something of a 
parish centre. (This was one of the last services rendered to St Mary’s by Hobden 
who twenty-seven years before had been probably the most active of the founders 
of the Church; for eight years, later, he had been churchwarden, and principal or 
only lay reader for most of the Church’s existence.) As a result of the discussion, 
the Bishop promised that until the lease of the Home expired, the vestry should 
have the whole net proceeds of the endowment.

As has been said, St Mary’s Home became an acknowledged part of St Mary’s 
parish. It received special offertories and donations from the Church, and on the 
other hand the surplices went there regularly for laundering. One aspect of the 



connexion should be mentioned as it illustrates the callousness which often 
characterized charitable aid at the time. The girls in the Home had to attend 
church, were seated in pews reserved for them, and stood and waited while the 
rest of the congregation filed out. The arrangement thoughtlessly followed rules 
suitable for schoolchildren. In this case, it separated the girls from the rest of the 
congregation and almost certainly removed the doubtful benefits to them of 
church attendance.

When the lease of the building expired in 1898, the Church Property Trustees 
decided to remove it and sell the greater part of the land in ten building 
allotments of almost a quarter acre each. The vestry expressed its agreement 
early in that year, but sought an assurance from the Bishop that the proceeds 
would ‘be appropriated to Addington during His Lordship’s tenure of office’ 
which was more than he had promised. There were several interesting 
consequences. The new vestry elected that year contained the best known 
parishioner in the history of Addington - H. G. Ell. He was already, at the age of 
thirty-six, one of the foremost labour leaders in Christchurch and in the following 
year was elected as Member of Parliament for the large Christchurch three-
member electorate. Ell belonged to the advanced wing of the Liberal Party which 
among other aims emphasised the value of social control of land and therefore of 
land endowments. He was acting in character when later in the year he tried to 
persuade the vestry to rescind the motion agreeing to the sale of the properties. 
He got no support.

The principal result of the removal of the building and the sub-division of the 
land was that the Bishop informed the vestry, 4 January 1899, that no income 
from the investments secured with the money would be available immediately, 
that this failure of the usual grant to the parish would reduce Bean’s stipend to 
less than £200, and that ‘unless this stipend can be increased, I shall be obliged 
to move the Rev. W. Bean to another cure. . . .  Mr Bean has done excellent work 
at Addington, the congregations are large and I shall be sorry to move him. I trust 
the parishioners will see their way to increasing the local contribution.’ A 
meeting of over a hundred parishioners recorded their appreciation of the Vicar's 
ministrations, resolved that they would find the extra money, and appointed a 
committee of twelve – mostly women – to canvass the parish for additional 
subscriptions to the stipend fund. They increased the number of subscribers from 
forty to one hundred and thirty-two. That was the end of the Sewell endowments 
as an issue in parish affairs. In 1901, £7 5s was received from the investments and 
the sum increased to over £40 without any particular attention being paid to it – 
at any rate in vestry meetings. It remains at about £40 today.

Thus, if the Bishop's careful treatment of parish susceptibilities helped the Vicar 
to establish himself, the latter's succes in doing so enabled the Bishop to carry 
through what his predecessor had failed to accomplish; and while not depriving 



the parish of outside revenues removed over reliance on them. The success of a 
ministry cannot of course be measured by the size of the offertory. (It cannot be 
measured at all, though it may be very apparent). But the vestry noted with 
pleasure that the average rose immediately from £1 10s 4d per Sunday in East's 
last month to £3 2s 10d during Bean's first year. Two years later it totalled £185, 
and £32 was received soon afterwards from four services on a special appeal 
Sunday. Significantly this happened in 1895, which, although almost the last year 
of the long depression, was among the hardest on the poor.

Nevertheless the Bishop's action was not altogether successful in encouraging the 
parish to stand on its own feet. Year by year from 1897, the Vicar welcomed the 
appearance of a clean balance sheet. He had, in fact, an almost pathological 
hatred of debt. The total of annual receipts rose, too, as economic conditions 
improved, in order to meet higher wages and costs. Better stil, the Vicar secured 
increasing support for missions and other outside causes. But – on the other hand 
– the small credit balance announced at each annual meeting was achieved by 
means of a successful day of giving at the annual Patronal Festival, by a great 
bazaar held in almost every spring and, finally it seems, by the Vicar's ability as 
the meeting day approached, to touch a few wealthy friends outside the parish for 
a five pound note each. The success of the festival and bazaar also probably owed 
something to the widespread popularity of the Vicar and Mrs Bean.

The consecration of the church building took place at last in October 1892, that is 
almost immediately following Bean's arrival. In the following year, he persuaded 
the last twenty-one seat holders to agree to the abolition of pew rents. By 1893, 
also, the congregation had recovered, an extension of the church became 
essential, and the south aisle was added, thus increasing the seating capacity to 
three hundred. In 1900 the north aisle was built, and – the endowment money not 
now standing in the way – Addington was raised to the status of a parish. (It had 
been separated from Halswell in 1895.) All of these happenings involved 
increased financial obligations. It was, therefore, a noteworthy event when, in 
spite of all these demands, the parish found itself in 1904 entirely free from debt. 
The balance sheet of that year, the wardens said, was the most gratifying since 
1877. A social was held to mark the occasion; the offertories of the first Sunday 
in July were devoted to objects outside of the parish as a thanks offering to God 
for the material and spiritual progress achieved; and presentations were made at 
the annual meeting for the same purpose to William Downing, A. E. Ward and J. 
M. I’Anson. Ward had been organist for fifteen years when he resigned in 1906. 
Downing was Vicar’s warden for as long, and I’Anson, a vestryman since 1871 
and Churchwarden for several terms. All three were employees at the Addington 
railway workshops – an interesting comment on the importance of that institution 
in the life of the district.

Most notably, Augustus Schwartz was given on that occasion an illuminated 



address and service books to mark both the freedom from debt and also his 
twentieth year in succession as churchwarden – a length of service said to be 
without equal in the diocese, if not in New Zealand, at that time. Schwartz, a tall 
handsome Dane, was Inspector of Public Works for Canterbury. He, even more 
than Hobden, had been able to use his professional skill in the service of the 
parish – although a list of the tradesmen parishioners who had likewise given 
gratuitous service of their skill in church and vicarage and schoolroom would be 
a long one. Schwartz remained as churchwarden for another three years and left 
an account of his activity in pushing through the extension of the Sunday-school-
room in 1905 – referred to later – which gives a delightful picture of an energetic, 
devoted old man. He was then sixty-eight. 

A busy time after the Vestry meeting on Monday the 16th October 1905. 
Tuesday 17th to Waimate, 18th in Timaru, and returned home, Thursday 
the 19th. Friday 20th, made another copy of drawing and specification to 
expedite the tendering, was told that Standing Committee had approved 
of drawing but strongly recommended that the enlargement of the school 
be postponed until Mr Bean returns. “That won’t do!" Saturday 21st, 
went and saw . . . two of the three members of the Synod’s Building 
Committee; explained to them the reason for urgency and got their 
consent to go on with the work. The third member of this Bldg. 
Committee . . . I spoke with through the telephone at the vicarage and 
got his consent most heartily. Monday 23rd: Went to see the Bishop in 
his office and was told by him in a most kindly way, “All right, go ahead 
Mr. S.” Then I got my papers back from the Diocesan Secretary and went 
home happy. Made another copy. Tuesday 24th: gave copy of plan and 
specification to . . . Saturday 28th: at 12 noon had the three tenders in my 
house. Mr. Hammet made a start on the work, Tuesday 31st October. 
A. S.

Schwartz is remembered today because he always had sweets on Sunday for the 
vicarage children. In another direction, the record in the vestry minutes of the 
services of one after another of his sons is impressive - he had six sons and four 
daughters.

In 1901 Walter Bean was invited to be Vicar of St John’s Latimer Square, then a 
large, important and wealthy parish. Its beautiful church still gives it a high 
standing in the city. News of the invitation was published in the Press and 
consequently the Vicar had no reluctance in preaching a sermon on his struggle 
to decide where his duty lay. He gave a number of reasons for his decision to 
remain at St Mary’s, but not, one imagines, the most weighty. The important 
unmentioned reasons were, first, that at that time St John’s was an unhappy 
parish, its people split into cliques, and it drew much of its revenue from a dance 
hall nearby; second, that Bean’s father was not well-to-do – he had a scholarship 



at Christ’s College – and his sympathies lay with working men, and probably he 
was most at home among them, in the kitchen, rather than the drawing room. The 
unfeigned pleasure with which he followed the household progress of young 
couples he married is still recalled. The Reverend Frank Feron wrote of him: 
‘Rich and poor were all alike to him. I think he loved the poor man more than the 
others.’ In 1903 St Paul’s, Papanui, approached him and there were other 
invitations later. He treated them all with respect, even visiting the parishes 
concerned; but the Bishop was never surprised to receive a polite refusal. The 
decision of 1901 was crucial.

It was, therefore, appropriate that, soon after he had committed himself to staying 
at Addington, a social held in 1902 to celebrate the tenth anniversary of his 
arrival there should provide an opportunity for the parishioners to show their 
appreciation of his labours; and, for neighbouring clergymen, their pleasure in 
co-operating with him. One aspect of his character was emphasized by the 
Reverend J. J. North, at that time Minister of the Spreydon Baptist Church. He 
spoke of Bean’s optimism, and good nature and his smiling face before every 
vicissitude. The parishioners, too, knew his cheery greeting in the street, the 
hearty handshake and the warm welcome to Church. But North touched on a 
more fundamental reason for the position which Bean already occupied in 
Addington, when he described him, in football terms, as a ‘grafter’. He worked 
intensely hard. Those who knew him best still think of him as intense; intense in 
his determination to do all that lay in his power for good; intense in his utter 
devotion to his Lord and in daily expectation of His second coming; intense in 
the rigid standards he set himself and tried to impose on those around him. Such 
a description explains the breakdown which in 1905 made necessary a long sea 
voyage of recuperation. It seems hardly consistent with a life span of ninety-two 
years. One suspects that his utter reliance on Mrs Bean and her strong 
commonsense, together, perhaps, with the emotional release provided by five 
high-spirited daughters helped him through those early intense years.
Ten years later, 2 July 1912, a similar social took place, when there were some 
three hundred and fifty people present. A new communion table was bought with 
the proceeds and dedicated on 6 October. In 1913 a parish tea commemorated the 
twenty-first year of Bean’s ministry and in that year he was created an honorary 
canon of Christchurch Cathedral. On the evening of 2 July 1922, Canon Bean 
preached on ‘Thirty Years’ Ministry’.

When the parish cleared off its loans in 1904, the vestry were already 
considering in what direction the schoolroom should be extended. (In 1901 
Sunday-school attendance reached a record of two hundred and seventy-seven.) 
The first step was taken in 1904 when the infant room was doubled in size and 
made large enough to accommodate a hundred children. Then in April 1905, the 
Vicar left on his trip to England. The vestry decided to leave the second step, the 
extension to the main schoolroom, until the takings at the bazaar of this year 



were known. As has been explained, the Church Property Trustees thought the 
building should be left until the Vicar’s return. But the vestry quickly changed 
their minds and determined to have the building ready for the crowd expected to 
welcome the Vicar home. When Schwartz asked them to rescind the previous 
motion, he spoke of ‘parishioners’ having persuaded him of the advisability of 
acting immediately. At the reception, Dean Walter Harper gave the credit for the 
additions, no doubt correctly, to Mrs Bean. The vestry were used to accepting her 
word as law. The position, as Vicar's wife in Addington of the daughter of the 
Prime Minister of New Zealand - the most dominating man ever to figure in the 
political life of the country - is one of the most interesting features of the history 
of the parish.

Mrs Bean did not accept unreservedly her role as Vicar’s wife and unpaid curate. 
She envied, perhaps, the trips abroad and the social life which her sisters enjoyed, 
and escaped with relief on occasion to the relative gaiety of Wellington, and 
twice about 1930 to England. Nevertheless in the parish her vitality, her self-
confident ability and strong commonsense enabled her to do an exceptional 
amount of work; organizing bazaars and children’s concerts, leading women’s 
groups, even superintending the Sunday-school or teaching the Vicar’s daily 
State school Bible class, when her services were needed. She was more, however, 
than a many-sided Church worker; she was an independent centre of authority. 
The vestry not only changed their decisions at her suggestion, as has been shown; 
they relied on her judgment. It seems too that, particularly after the war years, 
suggestions for painting, lighting, heating or otherwise improving the church 
buildings or vicarage came largely - almost entirely at times - from women’s 
organizations, often accompanied by a promise to pay for them. It became 
necessary for the vestry to lay down the rule that all work costing over five 
pounds should be sanctioned by them first (2 May 1922), and later that all 
arrangements for fêtes and such functions should be submitted to them; but they 
did this for the sake of administration, not of control. When the need arose they, 
for example, ‘respectfully suggest[ed] to the Ladies’ Council, the advisability of 
installing electric light in the schoolroom at an early date’ (20 January 1925). In 
1924 it was reported that in some five years the Ladies’ Council had made £700 
worth of improvements to buildings. This Ladies’ Council, like the women’s or 
ladies’ committees which preceded it, was important chiefly because it was led 
by Mrs Bean; but it should be added that she was ably supported by some dozen 
women of whom Mesdames William Downing, J. Hawkins, Sydney Smith, and 
Miss S. A. Beale seemed to be most prominent. One incident briefly but clearly 
outlined in the minutes illustrated Mrs Bean’s more direct relations with the 
vestry. After lengthy discussion one evening (24 June 1925) the men found 
themselves unable to decide the form certain alterations to the schoolroom stage 
should take. They adjourned to the spot for further argument, then called for Mrs 
Bean and had the matter settled immediately, to everyone's satisfaction. It is, 



perhaps, necessary to add that there was nothing in Mrs Bean’s manner to 
suggest the great influence she wielded in parish affairs. Her relations with all 
were on the same plane of unaffected friendliness. The pleasure which Augustus 
Schwartz displayed in pushing through the alterations to the schoolroom was 
proof of her tact. Schwartz did not change his mind readily and was not a man to 
be imposed on. A description given by one old parishioner was of the days when 
she had a houseful of young children. She always attended the morning service, 
slipping in late and sitting near the door alongside of old Florance Paul, an ex-
seaman who was verger for twenty-two years (1890 to 1912). Later the whole 
family regularly filled the back pew.

The visits of Grandfather Seddon were exciting events in the lives of the vicarage 
children. They were allowed to leave school early to meet him. His carriage 
arrived loaded with fruit and sweets for them; and once the adults had gone 
indoors, they were allowed to drive the vehicle round Church Square. During 
probably his last visit, the Prime Minister left money to buy for the Church 
‘some bells worth ringing’. When he died the Beans decided to use the money 
otherwise, and to collect for a bell and belfry in the grounds as a memorial to 
him. Plans for the proposed belfry were drawn by Augustus Schwartz and sent 
for the approval of the Church Property Trustees who declared it to be too plain 
to erect ‘in what was considered the prettiest church ground in the diocese’. J. C. 
Maddison made suggestions for a more ornamental design which Schwartz 
adapted. In the meantime the ‘Besses of the Barn Band’ from Lancashire, which 
toured New Zealand soon after Seddon died, gave a concert in his memory. 
(Seddon was a Lancashire man.) Part of the proceeds of this concert was offered 
through Mrs Seddon to buy a peal of eight bells and Bean made the 
arrangements for their casting in England.

On Sunday 22 December 1907 perhaps the best attended ceremony in the history 
of the church took place in its grounds – probably a thousand people were 
present, half of them members of volunteer units. Bishop Julius dedicated the 
memorial and gave an address on the value of such symbols. Sir Joseph Ward, 
the new Prime Minister, unveiled the marble tablet recording the circumstances 
under which it was erected, and the bells rang, officially for the first time, in 
several changes and some hymn tunes.

This was only one of many occasions when troops attended parades at St Mary’s. 
Soon after Bean arrived in Christchurch he accepted the chaplaincy of the 
Canterbury Engineers, a volunteer military unit closely connected with 
Addington railway workshops. The corps paraded sixty strong soon afterwards at 
an afternoon service on the day the church was dedicated. In 1900, the year of 
Canterbury’s Jubilee, a special day of giving was held on 7 October. There were 
five services, including, at 3 p.m., a church parade of the North Canterbury 
Battalion, Ordinance Corps, and Canterbury Engineers with the Garrison Band. 



The total offertory that day was £217. In the following year, another military 
parade took place when a brass tablet was unveiled in the church to 
commemorate the New Zealand soldiers who fell in the South African War. On 
that occasion at least 640 men marched from the barracks to St Mary’s. The 
service was held outside. And apparently through the nineties and until the 
volunteer movement was abolished in 1910, the engineers and, perhaps, other 
units paraded each year for the annual festival on the first Sunday of October. For 
his part, the Vicar attended church parades elsewhere and volunteer camps - 
some in Hagley Park.

When war broke out in 1914, the Vicar was probably senior Anglican chaplain in 
the country; he held the honorary rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. As a result he was 
invited to accompany the first military unit to leave New Zealand - the force 
which took Samoa from Germany - although it was almost entirely composed of 
men of the Wellington Regiment. This was a holiday trip; he was fifty-six years 
of age at the time, and did not remain on the active list beyond the end of the 
year.

Features of parish life during the war years were the daily ringing of the bell by 
Mrs T. J. Hussey, wife of the verger, at mid-day for intercessions; a mid-week 
evening service for the same purpose; better attendance at Holy Communion-
including a record number, 173, on Easter Day 1915. On the other hand one of 
the most active organizations, the Young Men’s Guild, not unexpectedly faded 
away. By early 1916 all members available had enlisted; in the following year 
thirty-six of them were on active service, or had returned, five had been killed, 
and two decorated. The only names reported in the vestry minutes were those of 
four men killed at the landing on Gallipoli: A. H. Smith, F. A. Pollard, J. L. 
Wildermoth, R. Bowden. In 1917 there were 118 names on the list which the 
Vicar read through on Sundays and Wednesdays.

When the War ended a service of thanksgiving and commemoration was held 
immediately, but nearly three years passed before a war memorial was decided 
on. The form finally chosen – a lych gate – added considerably to the beauty of 
the church grounds. The memorial was dedicated by Archbishop Julius at an 
afternoon service held on Sunday 2 October 1921. Three comments should be 
made on the building of the lych gate. Since the beginning of Canon Bean’s 
ministry at Addington, women parishioners had attended annual meetings and at 
least since the granting of parliamentary suffrage for women in 1893, the 
question of their right to vote at meetings had been discussed, approved of, and 
indeed, in 1897, urged on the other parishes and on Synod. It was not, in fact, 
until the annual meeting of 1920 that they were able to do so, and the first motion 
introduced by women (moved Miss Shirtcliffe, seconded Mrs Earnshaw) was 
‘that a special meeting be called for Thursday 29 April to discuss the question of 
a suitable war memorial for the parish in memory of the boys who fell at the 



front’. The committee set up at this latter meeting consisted of eight women and 
four men. Second, the firm of J. & W. Jamieson & Co. carried through the work 
at cost as they have done for much else at the church. Third, the Committee 
before it disbanded pointed out that there was no roll of honour in the church. 
The absence of such a memorial is noticeable today.

The jubilee of the foundation of St Mary's Church was celebrated on 24 and 25 
February 1917, when six church services were held - including three celebrations 
of Holy Communion - and the Reverends F. G. Brittan and A. J. S. Seaton - the 
latter once organist at the church - the Vicar and Bishop Julius preached 
appropriate sermons.

A valuable recognition of the importance of the occasion, too, was the 
publication of a parish history, brief and factual, admittedly, but nevertheless a 
record and a reminder of fifty years of parish life. The material for this book was 
readily available. Up to this time the historical records of the parish had been 
carefully copied into a great volume - a book indeed of most imposing 
magnitude. The basis of this work was the series of articles on the history of 
Addington parish which the Reverend H. E. East published during 1888-9 in St 
Mary`s Magazine. (It is pleasant to record that a copy of the booklet was sent to 
him at Leithfield, where he died two years later.) In 1897, H. T. Johnson offered 
to compile what was called an ‘historical register’. He copied out East’s articles 
and then the vestry minutes to that year in his beautiful handwriting, though not 
he, but his brother, Walter, was a professional copyist. This work was continued 
by Miss Hobden, J. M. Heywood and later Augustus Schwartz who wrote in also 
the account of his activity in October 1905. He handed in the work completed to 
1911. There is no record of the later scribes to 1918 but a safe was purchased at 
that time to keep the records in and fortunately the work was taken up, if briefly, 
by the Reverends S. J. Cooper and F. V. Fisher.

There appear to have been no social functions connected with the Jubilee 
celebrations. One was held soon afterwards, however (2 July 1917) to recognize 
the completion of the Vicar’s quarter-century at Addington. Both the Vicar and 
Mrs Bean were given gold watches and the former received ‘a free wheel 
bicycle’. He used the gold watch regularly from that time to introduce his talks to 
children on Sunday afternoons once a month, and almost as regularly as the 
sermon began with the watch it ended with the text: ‘A good name is rather to be 
chosen than great riches, and loving favour rather than silver and gold’. Many a 
parishioner must still be able to recite that verse from Proverbs 22. The bicycle, 
too, was well used. He refused to own a motor car.

The recognition of the Vicar’s long service became a recurring theme during the 
following fifteen years, especially at five-yearly intervals when efforts were made 
to bring every parishioner to church for one of the special Sunday services. The 



Methodist Church, too, not only recognised St Mary’s Jubilee and the Vicar’s 
quarter-century of service here, but also in 1930 sent a special message of 
congratulation to the Vicar from the whole New Zealand Church.

The last decade of Canon Bean’s ministry (1922 to 1932 - he retired in January 
1933) was a difficult and trying one. The period opened during the slump of 
1922; conditions were never easy during the following years; and his active 
career closed in the early and in some ways harshest years of the great 
depression, when mass unemployment led to families living under conditions of 
horrifying privation – though worse perhaps in the eastern suburbs of 
Christchurch than in Sydenham and Addington.

The Vicar at times spoke of improved congregations –  unfortunately no record 
was kept – and the numbers usually attending Holy Communion were no higher 
and just exceeded a total of a hundred for three celebrations at Easter and 
Christmas. The offertories for each year remained fairly consistent at about £350 
until the year 1931-2 when the sum fell to £304 and did not recover until 1934. 
The vestry, therefore, continued to live from hand to mouth, always worrying to 
achieve a small credit balance, if not now so often by the efforts of the Vicar and 
Mrs Bean, then by special canvassing campaigns carried out by churchwardens 
or organized by them. Good examples were the efforts made by Arthur Morton in 
1923 at the end of his fifteen years as people’s warden and by William Pickering 
who occupied the same position from 1924 to 1932. It was at this time, however, 
that the Ladies’ Council proved its value most notably and at least twice the 
vestry were pleased to be able to approach the ladies for a loan of £30 to see 
them through difficulties. Miss S. A. Beale was nominated for the vestry in 1926 
but declined to act. No woman accepted a position there for twenty more years.

Another reason why this decade was a trying one was that the Vicar was growing 
old. He was sixty-five years of age at its beginning, but he did not spare himself. 
Admittedly, he was strong and proud to maintain the habits of youth; and he lived 
to be ninety-two. Like many men of his generation he began every day of the year 
with a cold bath or shower – he said he was a cold bath man since 1879 and 
advised all who could manage it to follow his example. He was also a keen 
swimmer, and an original member and patron for twenty-four years of the 
Addington Amateur Swimming Club. Perhaps his most popular appearances to 
those outside his Church were made each year to open the swimming season at 
the Addington baths. Much to the embarrassment of his daughters, he then 
climbed on the spring-board clad in a costume of strange design, made a short 
speech, dived in and swam a length in clerical breaststroke. One year the water 
was so cold that no one followed. Almost as well remembered was the daily 
Bible lesson at Addington School which he kept going to the end. He arrived on 
his bicycle at 8.15, usually with fruit for the children in a bag. Then in spite of 
age and a painful leg, he chased them round the grounds before they all went 



inside at 8.30 for the lesson. A roll was kept and attendances were duly rewarded.

Nevertheless he felt the effects of age. At the annual meeting of 1924 ‘The Vicar 
stressed the fact that he found the work of the Parish was getting too much for 
him and that something would have to be done in the way of obtaining a curate in 
the near future’. And his regrets that baptisms, marriages and burials took up so 
much time and restricted his household visiting, became another recurring topic 
in his reports. His leg gave him trouble too, and sometimes reduced him to 
pedalling his bicycle on his round with one foot only. He must have used his ‘old 
bike’ for the purpose.

Although the Vicar kept his church services simple in form and evangelical in 
spirit – his short, dynamic sermons are still recalled with pleasure – he made 
some concessions to other ideas of church worship. In particular, Miss Nora 
Macleodsmith, organist from 1906 to 1926, managed in time to persuade him to 
accept a wide range of hymns set to good music, choir anthems, and the chanting 
of parts of the service. Miss Jeffery, in fact, considers that choir music in the 
1920s reached a higher standard than it has done since. When the Vicar returned 
from England in 1905 he brought back an altar cross which he and Mrs Bean 
presented to the Church in memory of a son who had died in infancy. While in 
England in 1927, Mrs Bean purchased two Candlesticks for the altar, arguing that 
they would be useful if the lights went out; but, although there is a conflict of 
opinion on the matter, it seems that the Vicar would not leave them there. They 
were kept under the altar, and Albert Giblett was given the quite considerable job 
of cleaning them, when the next minister insisted on displaying them in their 
proper place.

One theme can be detected amid the many and varied ‘glowing tributes’ paid to 
Canon Bean at his farewell social on 30 January 1933. It was the pervasive nature 
of his influence throughout Addington. Less was said about what he had done for 
Church and parishioners than about the ‘way he had treated the men and women 
and children of Addington’. The chief tribute to his ministry stressed ‘his great 
devotion to the pastoral side of a parson's work’. The presence of Presbyterian 
and Methodist ministers and especially of Bean’s friend, the Reverend Father J. 
P. O’Connor, were reminders that he visited all who needed him without 
reference to Church affiliations. Because of the help he gave in many directions, 
over so many years, because of his forthright and colourful character and because 
Mrs Bean and her children were notabilities in their own right – C. E. Kingsford-
Smith and C. T. P. Ulm were taken to the Vicarage on their first evening in 
Christchurch after the historic Tasman flight in 1928 – Church Square was then, 
one imagines, a centre of Addington life as it has not been since that time.



CHAPTER III
THROUGH SLUMP AND WAR

AFTER the long incumbancy of Canon Bean, the ministrations of new vicars were a novel 
experience for the parishioners of St Mary’s; but both the Reverends Samuel James Cooper, 
who occupied the position for four years (1933-7) and Francis Vivian Fisher, who followed 
him and remained until 1948, proved that the advantages to a parish do not all lie on the side 
of a lengthy ministry. These two men brought very different gifts to their administration of 
church affairs and left them the better for their terms of office. It was noticed too that while 
the women’s organizations continued to flourish under the care of Mrs Cooper and Mrs 
Fisher, the vicarage itself became at this time more of a centre of parish life than before.

Some men’s achievements show up well even in the brief record of vestry minutes. Those of 
the Reverend S. J. Cooper stand out particularly in this respect. He came from Dunedin with 
a reputation as an organizer and organization was needed. Canon Bean’s influence on the 
people of Addington may have increased with the years but no one claimed that his interest 
in church management or the maintenance of buildings remained undiminished. There was 
thus much to be done and Cooper did it. Only a man of strong character who showed himself 
as active and devoted as Bean himself could take his place with success. And the warm 
tributes paid to the Vicar – and Mrs Cooper – at each annual meeting proved that he did so.

Mrs Cooper was an essential factor in that success in parish affairs. An organizer may be 
admired, he is seldom loved; and a ruthless innovator easily causes resentment. But Mrs 
Cooper and her daughters apparently inspired a warmth of affection which eased much of the 
hard feeling caused by the Vicar’s often unconciliatory manner. It must, however, be added 
that although the Vicar’s blunt ways show through even the bald account of vestry meetings, 
the loyalty of the members is equally apparent. On one occasion when he was ill, the vestry 
resolved on an important parish question to agree to whatever he thought best. At another 
time he lectured members on carrying out their duties as sidesmen at church services.

Later at that meeting they voted him a rise in salary. When a deputation from the Standing 
Committee of Synod urged that Addington should agree to join with Spreydon and St 
Nicholas’, he declared forthrightly that he was the one principally affected, that the improved 
position of the church was due to his efforts and that he had to collect most of the money 
obtained. The vestry supported his claims. He diagnosed the weakness of the parish in no 
less outspoken terms as an obsession with balancing the budget, and persuaded the vestry 
without objection, although with some trepidation, to launch an appeal for £400 to meet a 
loan for repairs.

The list of changes he made in four years is formidable. The vestry had met at irregular and 
sometimes lengthy intervals during Canon Bean’s later years. Within two months of his 
arrival Cooper held four vestry meetings and one for parishioners. At them an unfavourable 
report of the Church Property Trustees on the buildings was read, an application was made 
for a loan to carry out repairs, tenders were invited and contracts arranged, and arrangements 
made for the first of two new methods of raising money. During the following years he 
carried through the first thorough programme of renovations to the church, had gas radiators 



installed at last in the church and Sunday-school, re-established a parish magazine, 
introduced the envelope system of giving and with the energetic assistance of vestrymen 
made a detailed survey of the households in the parish area. He regularised parish visiting, 
calling on every family at least once a year – there were two hundred and fifty families on 
the visiting roll. He began celebrations of Holy Communion on several mornings during the 
week and increased the number of communicants on Sundays, so that he was able to 
announce that there had been 2,770 acts of Communion in his first full year; so far as can be 
judged the number was maintained. One result of this emphasis on the Holy Eucharist was 
that when, in November 1933, Bishop C. W. West-Watson confirmed twenty-two candidates, 
most were adults.

The increased attention to the social side of Church life was also notable. The men’s annual 
smoke concert, held annually by Canon Bean, was continued. Dancing was now allowed in 
the parish hall and weekly gatherings for community singing, dancing and cards were held. 
The Young Men’s Guild revived and had fifty members in 1936. Bazaars and produce sales 
were actively promoted. What must have been in some ways the most interesting innovation 
was the annual choir contest between groups representing various organizations – the choir 
and the choir boys, the Sunday-school teachers, ladies’ council, Bible classes, clubs, men’s 
guild, and even the vestry!

Perhaps S. J. Cooper must be remembered chiefly as the first of a succession of vicars to 
tackle the problem of ageing buildings. On his arrival he persuaded the parishioners to 
sanction a loan ‘for the purpose of making the Vicarage habitable’. Three new floors were 
laid and much painting and repair work done. The interior of the Sunday-school, too, was 
painted at this time, much to the gratification of the teachers.

The church posed a larger problem. The old wooden building with its delicate spire and grey 
shingled roof in its setting of large trees was – in the words of a lady parishioner – ‘quite 
exquisite’. But some of the trees were dangerous and had to be taken out immediately, and 
the building was seriously in need of repair. In August 1934 a thorough inspection by officers 
of the Church Property Trust found that the Sunday-school did not warrant the expense of 
repair and that nothing less than the replacement of the shingles by an iron roof, and taking 
out a great deal of borer-riddled timber, could save the church.

At the end of 1935 and during January 1936, church services were held in the schoolroom 
and J. & W. Jamieson Ltd carried out the main repairs and removed the spire. T. Andrews & 
Sons advised that the exterior walls were too uneven to take roughcast, but inside they lined 
the sanctuary with fibrous plaster as a gift to the Church and similarly covered the upper part 
of all the other walls. Cork flooring was laid in the aisles at this time and the font moved to a 
more prominent place. The grounds too were improved. It should be added that much repair 
work and cleaning was done also by ‘working bees’ and that the Vicar displayed the same 
vigour with a paint brush as in discussion.

As has already been mentioned incidentally, Synod wished to add St Martin’s, Spreydon, and 
St Nicholas’, Barrington Street, to Addington parish. The parish of St Saviour’s had, 
however, extended its scope unofficially into Spreydon, and St Nicholas’ Church was at this 
time worked from Sydenham. St Mary’s therefore waived its claim to the area, the south-east 
boundary was placed at Bletsoe Avenue, and Cobham Street, and the south-west of the 



combined parish was extended to Henderson’s Road. The union took place in December 
1936, and the Reverend R. A. Carson, who had just been ordained deacon, was appointed 
curate and made the Spreydon district his responsibility.

In ]une 1937 S. J. Cooper became Vicar of St James’ Lower Riccarton. Six years later he was 
Vicar of Oamaru and Archdeacon of North Otago; but his health broke down and he died in 
Christchurch in 1954.

Cooper’s successor, F. V. Fisher, was an even bigger man than himself, a friend, too, who had 
been priested with him at the first ordination service held in the new Dunedin cathedral in 
1918, and had followed him in the cure of St Mary’s, Mornington, Dunedin. He was, 
however, a man of different temperament; no other Vicar in Addington has been so much 
loved. For that reason it is unlikely that any other Vicar has had as much influence on the 
lives of individual parishioners. He, too, was greatly helped by his wife and family.

The problems and difficulties of World War II occupied the middle years – over half – of the 
new Vicar’s eleven years’ ministry at Addington. He was well equipped both by disposition 
and because of his own service in World War I to comfort the parents and families of those 
away on service and of those who fell.

When war broke out in 1939 the first of the young men of the parish to enlist were Reginald 
Williams and Brian Coote, the former a theological student, the latter a lay reader, and both 
among the most active in church work. Williams was in fact withdrawn from the forces at the 
Bishop’s request and was ordained deacon and welcomed back to St Mary’s as curate. Brian 
Coote had been a leader of Bible classes and in the social life of the Church and shortly 
before enlisting had earned the praise of the vestry for the able manner in which he had 
conducted services at St Mary’s in the curate’s absence. He was killed in action at Tobruk in 
North Africa during 1942. When, early in 1946 his parents presented a processional cross to 
the Church in his memory, a full congregation gathered for the service of dedication.

The first men from St Mary’s to fall in action were Donald Spiers and Flying Officer Guy 
Menzies, D.F.C., in 1941. In the following year besides Coote, James Litton, Captain Frank 
Cook and Pilot Officer Leicester Ware were killed and, in 1943, William Andrews and 
Lieutenant Bruce Dent. The last – posthumously decorated – had also been a Bible class 
leader when the war commenced. Wing Commander Mindon Blake, D.S.O., D.F.C., was shot 
down at Dieppe but survived, was taken prisoner, and returned in 1945 and addressed a 
men’s meeting at St Mary’s. For a few months during 1942, a camp was held at the 
showgrounds and this gave the congregation the opportunity to entertain soldiers after 
church. The women also formed a committee to ensure that letters were sent regularly to 
every member of the parish who was overseas. After peace was declared, two returned 
chaplains to the forces, the Reverends Ivor Hopkins and R. P. Andrews, assisted in the 
parish, the former giving several months’ service to St Mary’s before taking up a cure of his 
own. Both men returned later as vicars.

The Vicar showed the same enthusiasm for the musical life of the Church as did his 
predecessor. He maintained the inter-club choir contests. What was better, the church choir 
reached a high pitch of efficiency at this time. In 1940, E. R. Pitman became choir-master 
and his influence soon showed itself in an increased number of members – fifty, including 



juniors – and in a standard of choral work which would have done credit to any parish choir. 
Unfortunately after some four years of outstanding success, the choir suddenly lost a number 
of its members. Mrs C. M. Lowe resigned after being church organist for sixteen years; 
Pitman removed to Fendalton, and other members left the parish. Under these difficult 
circumstances, it was fortunate that Robert Betteridge, a choir member who had already 
given years of service in other directions as well, was available to take over the combined 
duties of organist and choirmaster.

It was a matter of congratulation that the seventy-fifth anniversary celebrations occurred 
during the time that the choir was at its peak. Because of the War the occasion was marked 
only by a special service at 11 a.m. on Sunday 8 November 1942 and the well-prepared 
singing of the choir helped to make it most impressive and inspiring. The Vicar conducted 
the service. The Reverend F. G. Brittan (1871-3) at this time ninety-five years of age, and 
Canon W. S. Bean (1892-1933) aged eighty-five years, read the lessons and the preacher was 
the Reverend S. J. Cooper (1933-7). The congregation was crowded even into the porches. 
The exceedingly happy reunion in bright sunshine in the churchyard after the service 
justified the decision to concentrate on the one function.

At the annual meeting of 1947 the Vicar declared that St Mary’s was fortunate in having such 
a loyal band of workers. He had been given ample evidence, particularly since the church 
lost both verger and groundsman at the same time in 1939, of the willingness of groups of 
vestrymen and others to turn out with him Saturday after Saturday and sometimes in the 
evening, in order to keep the church grounds in order or to clean the church. The gardening 
activity owed much to Fisher’s own interest, but voluntary labour was employed in other 
directions. John Burtt and William and Richard Cheeseman for example took over the 
repairing of windows and woodwork; and the Sunday-school was painted by members of the 
vestry, together with the boys’ club under the leadership of Norris Collins, a most vigorous 
young vestryman and Bible class leader. (He was at that time a boiler-maker at Addington 
workshops and is now National Secretary of the Amalgamated Society of Railway Servants.) 
It was with a full appreciation of the value of giving as many men as possible the opportunity 
to take an active interest in church work that the Vicar early persuaded the vestry to appoint 
sidesmen, outside their own number, to help at Sunday services.

The Addington and Spreydon parts of the combined parish never united fully during the 
years 1936-46. The vestries continued to meet separately and made individual returns to the 
diocesan office. The same arrangement had obtained when Halswell and Addington were 
joined from 1879 to 1895; but on this occasion a combined vestry met quarterly and decided 
such parish matters as salaries and vicarage repairs. St Martin’s was served by the Reverends 
R. A. Carson, W. A. Bool, J. G. Heath, R. O. Williams – now Vicar of Papanui and already 
referred to - and A. V. Maddick. The last two married sisters, parishioners from St Mary’s.

During 1947 important changes took place in the parish vestry. In that year two women were 
at last elected. Miss E. A. Jeffery had already served since 1906 as a member of the choir and 
later as leader of a Bible class. Mrs D. M. McGerty came to St Mary’s from Woolston in 
1942 and since then had been a member of the committee of the Mothers’ Union. Miss 
Jelfery remained a member for ten years, but Mrs McGerty only for two.

Another important change in 1947 was that John Burtt retired from the position of 



parishioners’ warden but remained on the vestry as by far the oldest member. Great age is not 
in itself a recommendation for office but the high quality of Burtt’s character and ability – he 
had been an accountant, but gave useful help with much besides book work – made a deep 
impression on those associated with him. In the following year a more serious loss was 
suffered in church leadership: H. L. Jamieson, a bank official, was forced to move on 
promotion. In 1929 the vestry discussed the services he was at that time rendering the parish 
and decided to recruit him as a member. He accepted the invitation; for a few years the 
vestry minutes reached a noticeably high standard of literacy under his care; and then from 
1933 to 1947 he occupied the position of vicar's churchwarden. Both Vicars had every reason 
to be grateful to him. During his last three years at St Mary’s, both he and the Vicar were 
members of the Standing Committee of the Diocesan Synod.

In 1948, the Reverend F. V. Fisher asked Archbishop West-Watson to transfer him to the 
parish of Hinds. He was close to the retiring age of sixty-five and felt no longer able to do 
justice to the demands of a city parish. He retired in 1950 and was later created a canon of 
Christchurch Cathedral – he had been Rural Dean of Central Christchurch while at St 
Mary’s. Canon Fisher is fortunately, at the time of writing, still able to take a reasonably 
active part in diocesan affairs.



CHAPTER IV
THREE POST-WAR MINISTRIES

THE last eighteen years of the history of St Mary’s have been years of change. Progress in 
medical care is producing an ageing population. Progress in industry and communications is 
making Addington increasingly into an industrial area. The rapid growth of new suburbs is 
draining the younger families from Addington and leaving the older people at St Mary’s. For 
these reasons the last three vicars – the Reverends R. P. Andrews, H. I. Hopkins and  D. 
Froud – have had a difficult situation to face. It is the result of three factors: first an ever-
increasing need to visit the sick and the aged; second, a congregation less able, though very 
willing, to meet the financial demands of parish life and the maintenance of worship; and 
third, a decline in the stimulus and challenge of youth work and of growth and vitality in 
parish life. But the need for a centre of worship is as great as ever, and each man has made 
his distinctive contribution towards meeting that need.

There will be no attempt here to evaluate the work of clergymen still in active service, all of 
whom served as chaplains to the forces during the last War and have probably since then 
made their greatest contributions to the work of the Christchurch diocese outside of the 
parish of Addington. This much may be said: that R. P. Andrews is remembered in Addington 
for the thoroughness of his visiting, H. I. Hopkins provided the drive necessary for the 
rebuilding of the Sunday-school – the first piece of building for forty-three years - and J. D. 
Froud the present Vicar, has, more than any predecessor, built up attendances at worship and 
particularly at Holy Communion.

It is not unusual to find Anglican priests, even in New Zealand, being described as High or 
Low Church, according as they tend to emphasize the liturgical or personal aspects of 
worship. The ministry of the Reverend R. P. Andrews showed how misleading that tendency 
to classification can be. On the one hand the vestry minutes of his time indicate a greater 
stress than before being laid on evangelism and personal religion. The Vicar early introduced 
such new institutions to encourage this aspect of religion as the Bible Reading Fellowship 
notes and a prayer circle which met each week to pray for the work of God in the parish. He 
called on those who had given their lives to Christ to help him by their prayers. On the other 
hand he secured larger attendances at Holy Communion: 245 for example at Christmas 1950, 
including 126 at the midnight celebration which F. V. Fisher instituted and made popular. He 
also widened congregational interest and participation in the liturgy by appointing boys to 
act as servers in the sanctuary. For the first time, probably, since church services were held in 
Addington, full records of attendances were kept, and it is therefore possible to say that 
congregations for matins and evensong increased in size, often exceeding a hundred and, for 
family services, two hundred. Perhaps the combined emphasis on sacramental and 
congregational worship showed best in the three services held daily during Holy Week, 1950, 
the 150 and more communicants on Easter Day followed by an evening congregation of 169. 
It was probably too in this year that the Easter scenes from Dorothy Sayers’ great play 
sequence The Man Born to be King were read in the church. It should be added that not only 
were congregations larger but they sang rather more heartily as a result of congregational 
hymn practice.

The Vicar’s reputation for visiting has already been mentioned. Not only was he a very 



welcome visitor in the homes of the sick and the aged; he organized and extended the work 
systematically. He had, moreover, the assistance of Captain John H. Withers of the Church 
Army – his predecessor was similarly helped by Cadet David Braddock, now a vicar in 
Auckland – and the two men made house to house surveys of street after street and greatly 
increased the visiting roll of the parish.

In 1950 the Church of England played a fittingly prominent part in the celebration of the 
centenary of Canterbury. During May a great Church congress was held in Christchurch and 
attended by hundreds of Anglicans from all over New Zealand and by Bishops and 
Archbishops from overseas. The representative sent by the Archbishop of Canterbury - who 
preferred to come out and preach at the main celebrations in December – was Archdeacon A. 
S. Bean of Manchester, whose father, a brother of Canon Bean – had been synodsman for St 
Mary’s for many years at different times until 1924. The Archdeacon preached at St Mary’s 
at evensong on 28 May 1950. On the previous Sunday evening the preacher was another 
visitor to the Congress, Bishop Michael H. Yashiro, who signed his name in the vestry book 
in both English and Japanese. A record evening congregation of 176 attended to hear him. 
The Vicar who was one of the organizers of the Congress later accompanied the Bishop on a 
speaking tour of Dunedin and other towns.

The Christchurch City Council decided in 1948 to alter the name of Park Road to Grove 
Road because of alleged confusion for the postal authorities. More seriously it proposed also 
to change that of Church Square. It is fortunate that the Vicar and churchwardens 
immediately and effectively protested.

The minute books of the Ladies’ Council and the Mothers’ Union testify to the continued 
value of both institutions since they were founded by Mrs Bean. The first group, which 
usually contained some twenty members, remained a centre of work and organization. Year 
after year successful bazaars and other sales were held – the financial result usually 
exceeding £200. Sometimes, on warm days, meetings were held in the vicarage grounds; on 
one such occasion in February 1942, it was discovered that thirteen members were present 
and the Vicar jokingly came to their rescue. Mrs F. Hawkins, who had been appointed 
secretary at the first meeting of the Council on 2 May 1922, presented its report in 1949. She 
had accepted the same position when the Mothers’ Union was established, in August 1924, 
and, in 1949 also, received the congratulations and thanks of the organization for her twenty-
five years of service in this capacity. In that year the Mothers’ Union had forty-eight 
members; the measures announced by Mrs Andrews to increase the number as a centenary 
effort were not particularly successful; but at the next annual meeting she was able to report 
the formation of a Young Wives’ Group with a membership of forty of the younger women. 
(‘Are they some of your young wives, Dad?’ asked the four-year-old.)

In July 1951, the Reverend R. P. Andrews left the parish after a comparatively brief but 
interesting ministry remembered as much for the attention shown older parishioners as for 
his and Mrs Andrews’s work among the younger people.

At no time in the history of the church do the vestry minutes give as much evidence of 
voluntary work being done on the properties as during the first years of the ministry of the 
Reverend H. I. Hopkins. It seems likely that at least the variety of projects undertaken was 
greater than during any similar period. The new Vicar arrived in November 1951. Before his 



first vestry meeting a party of members had already been clearing the vicarage grounds; at 
that meeting a working bee was arranged to clean the church area in preparation for 
Christmas – A. G. Allen and B. A. Jenkins cutting the hedges. At the following meeting the 
Vicar and several members agreed to spend a day ‘mending the parish hall’. The annual 
meeting in May 1952 especially thanked the Vicar for ‘cleaning up’ the church and 
schoolroom. In that month a large weeping willow was reduced in size – the Vicar posed as 
an expert on these practical matters, not always with success; in July soak pits were dug for 
storm-water drainage. At the end of the year the Vestry tackled the biggest job to date by 
painting the church by voluntary labour – the Ladies’ Council providing £50 towards 
materials. For the next month or so groups were at work week by week, and concrete was 
laid at the vicarage and at the church door. More concrete work was done in 1957. In that 
year, too, Roy Entwistle, a school teacher, and R. E. Betteridge, a postal official and new 
churchwarden, painted the vicarage, a very notable voluntary effort.

The amount of work done of this nature was almost the distinctive feature of Addington 
parish life from 1933 to 1959. It was the result of a number of factors: the too extensive area 
of grounds to be maintained, the condition of the buildings, the need for economy, and the 
amount of willing help available. The special contribution of H. I. Hopkins was not, 
however, the physical labour he put into working with parties of men, but his success in 
raising money for a new schoolroom by means such as bottle drives, and then with a 
substantial addition to the fund, persuading the parish to borrow money needed and get 
started on the work. No other Vicar so openly expressed his exasperation at having to put up 
with dilapidated buildings; a man of his temperament was needed at the time. The parish 
hall/schoolroom, especially, was in a disgraceful condition, riddled with borer and with ivy 
growing through the window frames and under the eaves; and behind it were a stable and 
garage even less worth repairing. In spite of earlier decisions to rebuild – and the Vicar paid 
generous tribute to the men who had raised money, and particularly to H. L. Jamieson – there 
can be little doubt that the achievement was his. In his view the rebuilding of the schoolroom 
was the first step. He had plans for dealing with the vicarage and church buildings in their 
turn.

The annual meeting of 1953, inspired by the money-raising efforts of the Vicar which 
brought the fund to £2,500, made the decision to seek a loan from the diocese and to have 
plans drawn. The same meeting declared, very sensibly, that the ideal place for the school 
was on the west end of the church ground. But the Diocesan chancellor, examining the 
documents with a lawyer’s eye, decided that Henry Sewell had given that acre for the use of 
a church building only. Standing Committee then declared that the school should occupy the 
Grove Road/Church Square corner; but the City Council in their turn refused permission for 
any building within fifteen feet of the street. The last objections were made by the Church 
Property Trustees who, viewing a sketch plan, declared the school would be too close to the 
vicarage. However, the annual meeting of May 1954 found itself approving the corner site; 
and in October a special meeting discussed the plans drawn by the architect, Heathcote 
Helmore.

The foundation stone was laid in July 1955 by the Bishop, the Right Reverend A. K. Warren, 
before a crowd of about one hundred and fifty. Almost a year later, Saturday 19 May 1956, 
the Bishop opened and dedicated the hall. Some three hundred happy and excited people 
crowded the room meant to accommodate two hundred. All, it seemed, approved of the well 



constructed and delightfully decorated and appointed building. The Bishop spoke of the 
value of such a hall for bringing people together and fostering the community spirit. It was 
put to that purpose in the evening when a parishioners’ social was held. Sunday-school 
assembled there next day. A month later a children’s afternoon party was followed by another 
social. These functions were all arranged and managed by R. E. Betteridge, parishioner’s 
churchwarden. Their success was largely due to him.

Much of the history of the parish can be read in the dates of building and extensions to the 
Sunday-school: erected in 1878, lined in 1881, added to in 1884 and 1905. It should be said, 
too, that principally owing to the declining value of the pound, the £8,000 spent on the new 
hall was almost four times as much as the total cost of buildings and extensions - but not 
repairs - to church, vicarage and school together. For the same reason the total of offertories 
exceeded £1,000 for the first time in 1956; and although the Vicar’s salary had been raised 
from time to time, it was by now perhaps worth two-thirds as much as the £320 received by 
Canon Bean or Archdeacon Cooper, and fell below that paid in some parochial districts 
receiving help from the diocese.

Richard Cheeseman had to retire at this time after more than thirty years in charge of the 
Sunday-school - he died in 1961. He was universally loved, being pleasant, enthusiastic and 
helpful in manner. Under his guidance, the school maintained a high level, being ranked 
second in the diocese, and securing high placings in the annual examinations. During the 
best years, there were twelve regular teachers, all sons and daughters of active church 
workers; they held weekly training classes and their good attendance at diocesan annual 
training weeks was commented on.

The Vicar took charge of the Sunday-school in 1957 and also encouraged the interest of the 
older boys in the Church by having them act as sidesmen at matins, and organizing special 
youth services in which they assisted more fully. There were many other small signs of 
progress and the Ladies’ Council with a membership of  fifty women was ready as usual with 
both advice and finance. In October-November 1959 it changed its name to Ladies’ Guild. 
But more significant at this time was the refusal of the vestry to undertake a financial 
campaign under the direction of the Wells organization. The Wells representative declared 
that £10,000 could be raised in three years. Such expectations were unrealistic – as 
apparently he recognized later. The vestry saw clearly that the potential capacity - for 
improved membership and increased offertories – left within the parish boundaries did not 
justify any great development. The decision recognized the inevitable decline of the parish. 
The strength of the south-west districts now lay in those outlying suburbs which had been 
separated from St Mary’s.

When Canon W. S. Bean died in 1949 the Vicar, the Reverend R. P. Andrews, immediately 
held a memorial service, and devoted the next issue of the magazine, December 1949, to 
describing the Canon’s life, work and character. It has been decided, for obvious reasons, not 
to attempt to record the numerous memorials in the church or the valuable bequests of some 
thousands of pounds to it, but an exception must be made in this case. Memorials of many 
kinds were suggested and the form adopted – a Book of Remembrance - is both original and 
increases in value as the years pass. In it the names of deceased parishioners can be inscribed 
with details of their service to the Church. Obtaining a suitable volume and arranging for its 
decoration proved unexpectedly difficult. It was therefore not until Sunday 11 December 



1955 that the book and the table to hold it were dedicated by Bishop Warren, and most 
appropriately the memorial sermon was preached by the Reverend J. F. Feron, the Addington 
parish boy who remained one of the Canon’s warmest admirers.

When the Government established a chaplaincy at Paparua Prison in 1959, the Reverend H. 
I. Hopkins – his sympathy no doubt increased by his experiences as a prisoner-of-war – felt 
called on to accept the challenge of this most difficult work, and therefore resigned from the 
cure of St Mary’s. He left a substantial memorial to his efforts in Addington. Mrs Hopkins is 
also remembered for her visiting and the help she was able to give as a trained nurse to the 
old and sick.

The Reverend J. D. Froud came to Addington from a well-to-do parish which was preparing 
to rebuild its church on expensive lines, and from one of the best vicarages in the diocese. 
Nevertheless, he adjusted himself readily and willingly to the difficulties and limitations of 
the position at St Mary’s. He has done much to maintain the vitality of parish life by 
energetic and systematic visiting, by so encouraging attendance at public worship that the 
congregation increased at some services even at a time when the number of Anglican 
families in the area was falling, and perhaps most noticeably by carrying through a 
programme of renovations which rehabilitated the church and vicarage buildings.

The present Vicar is chairman of the Melanesian Mission Committee for the Diocese of 
Christchurch. His interest in missions was soon reflected in increased giving to that cause so 
that, in July 1963, it was reported that mission boxes had yielded £93 – the highest ever at 
Addington – and total contributions rose from £250 in 1960 to £399, in 1966. Visitors from 
the Pacific Islands were billeted at the vicarage while in Christchurch, and in his turn the 
Vicar was invited by the Bishop of Melanesia to visit the New Hebrides and Solomon Islands 
for some six weeks in June and July 1962. The purpose of the visit was to conduct the 
Retreat before the annual Synod, to attend the Synod itself, and by inspecting the various 
stations to gather information about the Mission for the use of his Diocesan Committee. The 
Mission expressed its appreciation to St Mary's for making the journey possible by 
presenting the Church with a processional cross of hardwood ornamented with mother of 
pearl.

The Vicar arranged at his first vestry meeting for a thorough examination of the properties by 
the members, and as a result they embarked immediately on the first of a series of three 
projects which altogether constituted the largest scheme for the improvement of the buildings 
in their history. The first step was to stucco the outside walls of the church, which were in a 
thoroughly unsightly condition. (The vestry had proposed this method of preventing further 
deterioration in 1935 when it was declared to be not feasible or in any case not desirable.) 
The work was completed before the end of 1960. In 1962, as the second part of the plan, the 
same treatment was given to the vicarage. As a result not only was the appearance of the 
buildings greatly improved but their effective life was extended by many years. The finishing 
touch to the renovations was the restoration of a steeple to the east end. The new structure, 
given as a memorial by two parishioners, was blessed with all due ceremony on Ascension 
Day 1961, and then hoisted into place by means of a crane. The steeple and white-walled 
chancel are now brilliantly illuminated at night by a floodlight – the memorial gift of another 
old St Mary’s family.



The alterations made inside the church were, if not more expensive, probably more 
interesting. The Vicar told his first meeting of parishioners that the sanctuary was too small if 
he was to train 42 Bible class boys properly to act as servers. He also declared that the choir 
seating in the small chancel afforded no room for an increase in the number of choir 
members, and already he had arranged for the training of children as a junior choir. Two 
years later (March 1962) when the other work was completed, a meeting of parishioners 
approved of the third project mentioned – a plan to move the choir from the chancel and to 
enlarge the sanctuary. The changes, as finally suggested by the architect, D. E. Donnithorne, 
were greater still. The choir stalls were placed in the south aisle. The old pipe organ was 
moved from its corner at the end of the aisle into a better position alongside the choir, and 
the corner itself was transformed very usefully into a clergy vestry. The previous chancel 
allowed more than sufficient space for the sanctuary. The altar was therefore made 
freestanding, out from the east wall – the first in the diocese to be so placed – and as a result 
the Vicar was able to celebrate Holy Communion on occasion facing the people, in keeping 
with changing liturgical practice in Europe. The effectiveness of the alterations was greatly 
enhanced moreover by the carpeting, financed by the Ladies’ Guild, of the sanctuary, chancel 
and aisles. Indeed, some observers think that the blue carpet improved the appearance of the 
church more than did the structural changes.

If the arrangement of working bees did not figure so often in the vestry minutes of this 
period, members of the vestry and others were still engaged from time to time, especially on 
the hall and vicarage grounds. The old hall had been leased as a storeroom. The proposal to 
remove what had long been an eyesore, was made later in 1962 and the demolition which 
would have cost £250 was carried out soon afterwards by voluntary labour and the hire of a 
heavy truck. It was a formidable task to reduce the wilderness behind the house to any 
semblance of tidiness; but the vestry built a high fence along the back and side boundaries 
and much else was done by the Vicar and Mrs Froud and by church members to improve the 
grounds. A new and substantial garage was built and, at the time of writing, the old stable is 
being demolished.

It has been remarked that this voluntary labour by men parishioners was one of the 
noticeable features of Addington parish life; though much of the work always fell on one or 
two. The strong support of women’s organizations is not so unusual; but at the time the new 
carpet was laid, the Vicar declared that in none of the seven parishes in the diocese with 
which he had previously been associated did the women do as much as here. The Ladies’ 
Guild continued the work of the Ladies’ Council. The Young Wives' Group dissolved before 
the annual meeting of 1962 – a sign of ageing parish membership – and a Ladies’ Fellowship 
took its place soon afterwards. The Mothers' Union maintained its devotional work with Mrs 
Froud as Enrolling Member.

No other improvement which the Vicar effected could have given him as much satisfaction 
as the increase in the attendance at Holy Communion. The total number of communicants at 
two celebrations each Sunday rose to above seventy, and that for Easter Day increased until 
for the years 1964-6 it again exceeded two hundred, as it had done once or twice during the 
last War. The Christmas Day totals of from 224 to 247 for the six years 1960 to 1965 were, it 
seems, a record. More satisfactory still was the total number of acts of Communion - 5,110 
for the year ending March 1962 and almost as many in other years. Attendances at evensong 
however declined. From 1963 to 1965 this service was held at 4 p.m. The change was made 



largely for the sake of the older parishioners but newspapers throughout New Zealand 
greeted it as the first evidence of the effect of television on church worship. Comparisons of 
the amounts of the offertory are less useful because of inflation; but it can be said that the 
Day of Giving 1965 yielded £592 10s.

As the centenary year approached it seemed to the Vicar that too many of the older 
parishioners might not live to enjoy the occasion. He therefore made a special feature of the 
ninety-fifth anniversary. On Saturday 20 February 1962 a church service was held at 9 a.m. 
and a garden party followed in the afternoon. The church grounds in brilliant sunshine 
provided a delightful setting for a most animated scene as crowds of past and present 
parishioners met former friends and the clergy of their time. On Sunday, three well-attended 
services were held at 8, 11 and 7 o’clock, the congregations totalling 470. From this time, 
thought was given to the adequate celebration of the centenary itself in 1967.

It has been possible in this brief survey only to allude to many interesting subjects: the 
changing face of the Addington district, the effect of the railway workshops, the influence of 
industrialization and of the growth of residential suburbs further from the city centre. Many 
questions of general historical importance, usefully illustrated by this story, have not been 
mentioned. Nor, on the other hand, has it been possible to place on record much of interest to 
individual church members: special church organizations or the multitude of bequests and 
benefactions, for example, or important institutions such as Sunday-school picnics. It has 
seemed better within these narrow limits to trace the varied fortunes of the parish under the 
44 successive ministrations of seven priests, of F. G. Brittan, the part-time curate, and of 
temporary vicars.

The most vigorous days of St Mary’s fell probably between 1880 and 1914, during the 
ministries of the Reverends H. E. East and W. S. Bean. After the resignation of Augustus 
Schwartz there was a lack of leadership in the vestry; the increasing importance of guidance 
from the Ladies’ Council witnesses to the fact. But St Mary’s has been fortunate in its 
parsons, and each of the last five – the Reverends S. J. Cooper, F. V. Fisher, R. P. Andrews, 
H. I. Hopkins and J. D. Froud – has made a very definite and individual contribution to the 
service of God in Addington.

Almost inevitably the decline in the population of the suburbs will make necessary a radical 
alteration in the status of the parish, as of the city parishes, within the next ten years or so. 
The Church of St Mary the Virgin may end as it began under the care of a part-time minister. 
But during a hundred years it has served as more of a community centre than is perhaps 
usual in New Zealand, if not as the hub of the parish envisaged by Henry Sewell.



ADDINGTON CLERGY LIST

ATTACHED TO ST MICHAEL'S

The Reverend H. Jacobs, Vicar of St. Michael’s

The Reverend E. A. Lingard, Assistant Curate

The Reverend Henry Torlesse

The Reverend Canon Wilson

The Reverend W. H. Cooper
 (1870)

The Reverend F. G. Brittan
 (1871-3)

The Reverend J. Raven
 (1874)

VICARS OF ADDINGTON

The Reverend H. E. East
 (1875-92)

The Reverend W. S. Bean
 (1892-1933)

The Reverend S. J. Cooper
 (1933-7)

The Reverend F. V. Fisher
 (1937-48)

The Reverend R. P. Andrews
 (1948-51)

The Reverend H. I. Hopkins
 (1951-9)

The Reverend J. D. Froud
 (1960-)



ADDINGTON CHURCHWARDENS

VICAR'S WARDENS

J. L. Hobden 1872, 1876
J. M. I’Anson 1873-4, 1894-5
– Lavender 1875
William Pratt 1877-80
George Cooper 1881-2, 1884
C. P. Beadel 1883
A. Schwartz 1884-5
G. McIntyre 1886-7
J. Donaldson 1888
S. Page 1889-90
W. Felton 1891-2
E. Button 1893
C. Seager 1893
D. Leatham 1896
G. Woods 1897
W. Downing 1898-1912
S. Andrews 1913-19
W. Earnshaw 1919-23
S. Smith 1924-6
W. H. Griffiths 1927-32
H. L. Jamieson 1933-47
N. E. A. Breach 1948-51
A. G. Allen 1952-4
F. Coote 1955-6
R. E. Betteridge 1957-63
L. Martin 1964
R. S. Brittenden 1965-6

PEOPLE'S WARDENS

– Pigeon 1872
J. L. Hobden 1873-4, 1877-82
G. Evans 1875-6
J. C. Topp 1883
J. Donaldson 1884
C. Russell 1885
A. Schwartz 1886-1907
A. Morton 1908-22
S. Smith 1923
W. Pickering 1924-32
J. Smith 1933-4
F. J. Shrimpton 1935-6
A. J. Brown 1937-40
J. Burtt 1941-6
N. E. A. Breach 1947
G. Jack 1948-9
A. G. Allen 1950-1
R. Cheesman 1952
B. A. Jenkins 1953
F. Coote 1954
R. E. Betteridge 1955-6, 1964-6
R. A. Benfell 1957-62
R. S. Brittenden 1963

St Mary's Church played a notable part in the life of early Christchurch. As we  
approach the second hundred years let us hope that 'the Church in the Square'  

will be a means of serving a changing parish as a spiritual storehouse from 
which people may readily draw. The Church of St Mary the Virgin has been  

hallowed by the prayers of countless worshippers over the past century. This  
heritage will not easily be lost.

J. D. F.



THE CLERGY OF ADDINGTON
(above) The Reverends S. J. Cooper (1933-7), F. G. Brittan (1871-3), 

W. S. Bean (1892-1933), F. V. Fisher (1937-48)
(below) The Reverends R. P. Andrews (1948-51), H. I. Hopkins (1951-9), 

J. D. Froud (1960–)



VICAR AND VESTRY, 1927
(back row) A. J. Clark, H. Clarke; (middle) E. H. Ede, F. W. Cooper, W. H. Griffiths, W. F. 
Saunders, F. Hancox, J. Burtt; (front) J. Smith, Sydney C Smith (V. Warden), Canon W. S. 

Bean, W. Pickering (P. Warden), V. H. Line (Secretary).

VICAR AND VESTRY, 1966-7
(standing) E. H. Reed, W. E. Alexander, Capt. M. Hart, C.A., B. D. Rowe, S. S. Haxell, W. 
E. C. Davis, P. G. Boulton, M. Benfell; (sitting) A. R. Giblett, R. S. Brittenden (V. Warden), 

The Rev. J. D. Froud, R. E. Betteridge (P. Warden), Mrs. S. Betteridge.



THE St MARY'S CHOIR, 1886

THE CHOIR, 1966



THE YOUNG MEN'S BIBLE CLASS, 1930

THE SERVER'S GUILD, 1966

 





THE ORIGINAL CHURCH, 1867

UNVEILING THE PLAQUE ON THE BELLTOWER
22 December 1907



THE CHANCEL AND SANCTUARY 
BEFORE AND AFTER ALTERATIONS, 1962



THE VICARAGE, ABOUT 1905

ERECTING THE STEEPLE, ASCENSION DAY, 11 MAY 1961



AT THE PRIZEGIVING, 1930

DEED OF TRANSFER OF CHURCH PROPERTY 
FROM HENRY SEWELL TO THE BISHOP OF CHRISTCHURCH, 1863


